Brownfields Track
This year we have been able to have two sessions in the Greenhouse Track.  We are dividing the sessions into a practical application for development of a Brownfield session and a session on the theory and application of greenhouse gas legislation in the development of a Brownfield.

Hydrofracking Techniques and Alternative Funding Sources for Brownfield Development   
In the first session we will be introduced to the technique for in-situ chemical and bio-chemical treatment of soil and groundwater associated with the development of a Brownfield site.  Known by another name, hydro-fracking as an injection treatment has applicability to more than the Brownfield aspect, but is specifically being used as part of the overall site cleanup.  As with all of our conference sessions, there will be an aspect of multidisciplinary cooperation that will be discussed as part of these fracking presentations.

In the same session, we will also look at the means to include alternative funding in the remediation of Brownfield development.  Each of the presentations will have specific case studies from which all aspects a Brownfield developement project can be discussed and better understood.
Theory and Application of Greenhouse Gas Legislation

The second session gets more specific in Brownfield development; How do you take greenhouse gas emissions into the development of a property and is it comparable to developing a normal “green” site.  Pittsburgh is a case study that will be discussed.  The other two presentations will specifically deal with the results of recent greenhouse gas policy determinations and how they will need to be implemented.  This important change in legislation can potentially affect all of the aspects of the environmental professions. 
Career Development Track

Environmental careers have shown extraordinary growth for more than 50 years. Burgeoning environmental fields that defined the mid to last half of the 20th century have now become standard career options in almost every sector. Today more than ever, concerns for energy security and sustainability along with new technologies are breeding the need for the development of new types of environmental professionals and increased competency.  NAEP is committed to supporting its members throughout their entire career path; helping to promote the longevity of the careers we have now and those we will choose to embark on tomorrow. Whether a student, recent graduate, mid-level, senior-level, career changer, or otherwise, this year’s Inaugural Career Development Track will provide the employed and unemployed with star-reaching strategies, advice, and opportunities. Hear working environmental professionals from various sectors present current and future job trends, discuss specific career advice, provide job search resources, and reveal those inside tips to help you land your dream job. Learn about the process of becoming a “Certified Environmental Professional” and how this certification can benefit your career and paycheck now and for the long-term. Find out how to access the “Body of Knowledge” that each environmental professional needs to know to be competent in the five primary areas of environmental practice.

Energy Track

The energy track features three very different sessions within the energy field: Session 10: Alternative Energy on Public Lands, Session 57: Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Right of Way Alternative Energy, and Session 34: Energy – Climate Change.  Please plan to attend and engage with agency experts, public land managers, legal experts, and researchers in the energy field! Learn how current and future renewable energy projects on public lands help meet state renewable energy portfolio standards. The CDOT owns and maintains more than 9,000 miles of highway right-of-way (ROW) in Colorado, and has several hundred acres of facilities including maintenance yards, offices, and rest areas. Findings will be presented from a research project conducted by CSU-Pueblo to evaluate the alternative energy potential of CDOT’s ROWs and facilities to generate CDOT’s own electricity. A session on  Climate Change will provide a discussion of proposed legislation, recent developments in climate change regulation and an overview of the potential direction the federal government may take in adopting federal climate change regulation. 

Environmental Regulations Track

The environmental policy track will feature two sessions: Session 6: EPA and Air Regulations and Session 30 Multi Regulatory Compliance. This track will benefit federal, state, and local government attendees; industry/corporate attendees; attendees from environmental non-profits/NGOs; and students pursuing environmental degrees.  Using the example of the EPA’s Stratospheric Protection Division’s (SPD) GreenChill Partnership, the panel will discuss the strategic and policy considerations when deciding which tools (carrot or stick!) to use to achieve a specific environmental objective. The Nacimiento Water Project (NWP) in San Luis Obispo County, CA included 45 miles of pipelines, pump stations, and five construction contracts; and crossed over multiple streams and rivers, and federal and local jurisdictions. In this stand-alone paper, NWP Project Management and the environmental team review the design and construction phases and describe the principle issues confronted.  
Environmental Education Track

The presentations for this session all reach different audiences with strong environmental messages and content. This includes reaching transit disability users, students with environmental marketing issues, and publics with climate change impacts on Hudson River wetlands systems. Methods of reaching audiences include public participation, environmental marketing, and computer imaging, respectively.
Natural/Cultural Resources

TBA
NEPA Track

The NEPA track for this year’s conference will offer a number of informative and engaging panel and paper sessions on a variety of important impact assessment topics. Sessions will address topics including:  the aftermath and implications for NEPA of the Gulf Oil Spill; an update on NEPA and climate change; the annual NEPA legal and policy update; NEPA analysis challenges for renewable energy development; current issues with defining and analyzing the no-action alternative in NEPA analyses; and current issues with the use of models in NEPA analyses.
Oceans Track

The purpose of the Oceans Track is to analyze and explain issues, policies, and programs that impact the oceans.  Humankind faces a paradox:  the ocean covers more than two-thirds of the Earth’s surface and has a core role in providing living and non-living resources for the world’s population, but it is much less understood than the terrestrial part of our planet. The ocean is both the beginning and the end of the Earth’s water cycle.  Half of the oxygen we breathe comes from microscopic plants living in the ocean.  

America is intricately connected to and directly reliant on the oceans and our coasts.  With over 95,000 miles of coastline and the largest exclusive economic zone in the world, America benefits from a wealth of goods and services derived from ocean and coastal ecosystems. America’s stewardship of the ocean and coasts is intimately linked to environmental sustainability, human health and well-being, national prosperity, adaptation to climate change, and national security. Our welfare depends on healthy marine ecosystems and these same systems are vulnerable to human actions.  

Public Participation Track

Successful projects require engaging the public early and continuously throughout the project development process. How do you do this without breaking the bank or veering off schedule? This track will provide the practitioner with insight dealing with two opposite but common public reactions to outreach efforts: general apathy and overly enthusiastic and sometimes antagonistic reactions. The track will also provide the opportunity for attendees to ask panelists for input in addressing specific problems or situations they have encountered as they try to achieve meaningful public involvement.

Sustainability Track

Welcome to Denver!

Across the board, this year’s national conference is infused with many sustainability-related presentations and papers spanning approach/methodology, practices, operations, systems, and climate change.  Specific to the track itself, there will be innovative presentations on state-of-the-art practices, measuring sustainability to achieve performance outcomes, and a couple of presentations from India and Brazil on sustainability topics inherent to these respective countries and regions. 

The City of Denver has supported innovative sustainable development strategies for many years.  Sustainability is a central goal of Denver’s Comprehensive Plan of 2000 and a central value of its administration and community. In 2005, the Greenprint Denver Initiative was launched to advance and further support the integration of environmental sustainability activities into the city’s programs and policies, alongside economic and social analysis.
Denver was recognized in 2005 and 2006 by the national group SustainLane as one of the Top 10 Cities in the Nation for sustainable practices. The city has received high marks for its land use planning, environmental systems at Denver International Airport, water quality, and other efforts.
Transportation Track

This year the Transportation Track focuses on high speed rail and sustainable roadways.  Sessions will cover high speed rail, sustainable roadways, traffic noise, visual impacts, and the link between planning and environmental clearance.  In the high speed rail sessions we will cover sustainable high speed rail, lessons learned and case studies from the Baltimore-Washington Maglev project, and how to complete a passenger rail grant application in record time.  In the sustainable roadway sessions topics include sustainable rest areas and carbon neutrality, highway design and the green LITES process, and measuring sustainable transportation systems.  We will also offer sessions on FHWA's Every Day Counts - the linkage between planning and environmental, the new rules for traffic noise, and visual impacts are included. And don’t miss our the Transportation Hot Topic Breakfast on Highway Tolling and Environmental Justice!

Water Resources Track

Water supply continues to be one of the most controversial topics in water resources management in Colorado and other southwest and mountain states. Significant water supply issues, including climate change and interbasin transfer, are confronting water suppliers, regulators, and the general public.  After many years implementing demand management programs and relatively small water supply projects, Colorado’s “Front Range” water suppliers now seek approvals to construct large and complex inter-basin projects.  These projects face intense public scrutiny and raise a host of technical, NEPA, and public outreach and education concerns that must be addressed before these projects can be approved and implemented. The Water Resources track will focus on the key issues raised in these proposed projects through presentation of specific case studies and discussion of important lessons learned. Presenters include representatives of the Bureau of Reclamation and Colorado State Department of Water Resources as well as several other federal, state and local representatives.  

Session will examine case studies and trends in large area management. From park stewards to watershed managers these sessions will explore the challenges of diversity conservation, access
and recreation planning in both urban and wild lands.

Wetlands Restoration Track

Wetland restoration can be a challenging, but it is an essential tool in the ecological landscape that improves the health of the environment and can be used to increase public awareness.  In addition, wetland mitigation is a vital for off-setting unavoidable impacts and proper design and success criteria will result in success. This year, we have three presentations scheduled that will cover these ideas through three examples. The first, is a detailed examination of a salt marsh restoration project.  The next two will look at how a watershed approach was utilized to prepare a mitigation plan and explore the evolution of success criteria as it relates to the release of credits for wetland mitigation banks.

