Track Descriptions

Air Resources/Climate

Track Chair: Honey Walters, AECOM

With the passage of recent legislation aimed at the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and the current legal climate, it is clear that the issue of climate change needs consideration in environmental documentation pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Air Resources/Climate Change track will explore how to assess climate change impacts and identify reduction strategies. In particular, the development and implementation of climate action plans and sustainability programs will be presented along specific attributes of climate-responsive communities. 

Brownfields

Track Chair: Paul Looney, Volkert & Associates
The Brownfields Session will include three presentations that look at the ever widening environmental profession which turns developed and polluted properties back into reusable value for communities, while saving money and resources.  Cleaning up and reinvesting in these properties protects the environment, reduces blight, and takes development pressures off greenspaces and working lands.  The presentations will include: the reindustrialization of the East Tennessee Technology Park (Susan Cange, DOE);  the redevelopment of a Palm Beach County landfill for mixed use (Robert Cooper, URS); and a look at the newest environmental scourge, small scale pollution related to the establishment of methamphetamine labs in urban areas (Dallas Whitmill, Aquaterra Engineering).  The emphasis of this session will be on ways that environmental professionals work within the regulatory arena and provide an overall benefit to society.
Energy
Track Chair: Robert, Prohaska, TRC Solutions

This track will include a wide ranging discussion and presentations of topics on energy technologies and policies including nuclear, wind, wave, and smart grid. With debate over the proper contribution of renewable energy and conventional energy to the Nation’s energy mix raging across the Country, join a group of energy practitioners as they present their views concerning environmental implications of the future choices of energy to power our economy. Questions will be addressed such as how to promote and fund renewable energy, nuclear power’s role, as well as wind energy NIMBYism, and what is a “Smart Grid” anyhow? Join our esteemed panelists for topical and interesting conversations on one of the most important issues facing the Nation.

Environmental Education

Track Chair: Lynn McLeod, Battelle
The Environmental Education session this year highlights three fascinating and diverse topics.  In “Valuing the Sacred: Christian and Islamic Perspectives on Environmental Ethics” the two authors first outline the apparent dichotomy within each culture toward our relationship with the earth and our environment. They then demonstrate, in the context of environmental ethics, there has emerged a deeper understanding of our two cultures for the sustainable care of nature, that we must use nature for the good in a way that ensures our natural environment will continue. In “Introducing the Next Generation to the Longleaf Ecosystem” the authors show how the Longleaf Alliance has used in the classroom education and in the ground planting efforts to realize the dramatic restoration of the near extinct Longleaf Pine ecosystem throughout the southeastern United States.  This session will also feature a presentation by this year’s Environmental Excellence Award winner in Education.

Environmental Policy
Track Chair: Judith Charles

The environmental policy track will include two timely and informative sessions addressing a diversity of topics in environmental policy.  An expert panel will explore the new environmental regulations proposed or enacted by federal, state, and local governments regarding global climate change and the impact these regulations may have on development, violations, and debarment proceedings under the EPA for violations within the Clean Air Act, and compliance screening procedures. 
Track Descriptions continued

Environmental Policy continuted
What are the actions taken by DOE’s National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) to comply with NEPA within the schedules and requirements imposed by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)? Learn about the environmental documents prepared by the DOE’s Office of Environmental Management as part of implementing the Plutonium Disposition Program in the US and Russia. How has the Defense Environmental International Cooperation (DEIC) program helped foster a global military environmental ethic? The obstacles and achievements associated with intergovernmental affairs related to environmental engagement will be presented by the US HQ European Command. The use of collaborative modeling using system dynamics as a method for promoting systems thinking has expanded into areas such as natural resources management.  A presentation by the Appalachian State University will offer “lessons learned” from project participants using cooperative modeling as a tool to meet both the letter and spirit of NEPA.

Land & Watershed Management

Track Chair: Darcey Rosenblatt, Environmental Science Associates

Land and watershed management decisions are often the most far reaching “big picture” determinations facing federal, state, and local agencies. This track will address many environmental issues that cross jurisdictional borders and address sustainability head on. Presentations will include emerging mitigation practices; case studies on pollutants within several different industries; and the assessment of healthy urban outdoor landscapes.

NEPA

Track Chair: Michael Smith, ICF International
Building on the theme of this year’s conference and celebrating the 40th Anniversary of NEPA practice, this track will offer a number of informative and stimulating panel and paper sessions on a variety of important impact assessment topics. Sessions will
address topics including:  NEPA and the Stimulus Bill; Programmatic NEPA documents; The Evolution and Future of NEPA; NEPA for Transportation Projects; NEPA Case Law and Policy Update; Improving the NEPA Streamlining Process; Enhanced Public Participation Methods; and New Analysis Tools and Methodologies.
Oceans
Track Chair: David Keys, NOAA

The purpose of creating the Oceans Track is to analyze and explain issues, policies, and programs that impact the oceans.  Humankind faces a paradox:  the ocean covers more than two-thirds of the Earth’s surface and has a core role in providing living and non-living resources for the world’s population, but it is much less understood than the terrestrial part of our planet. The ocean is both the beginning and the end of the Earth’s water cycle.  Half of the oxygen we breathe comes from microscopic plants living in the ocean. 

With over 95,000 miles of coastline and the largest exclusive economic zone in the world, America benefits from a wealth of goods and services derived from ocean and coastal ecosystems. America’s stewardship of the ocean and coasts is intimately linked to environmental sustainability, human health and well-being, national prosperity, adaptation to climate change, and national security.  

Public Involvement
Track Chair: Valerie Birch, Parson Brinckerhoff
Successful projects require engaging resource agencies and the public early and continuously throughout the project development process. That is often much easier said than done. This track will provide the practitioner with insight and tips on the trials and tribulations of involving agencies and the public earlier, designing and implementing a successful public information process, keeping stakeholders engaged, and meeting the challenge of managing and responding to public comments efficiently and thoroughly.
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Sustainability

Track Chair, Mark Gander, AECOM

Atlanta is a leader in sustainability and on a path toward implementing many high impact programs and policies.  The City recently announced its municipal carbon footprint and plans to reduce that impact by 7% over the next three years, or 37,800 metric tons of greenhouse gases - the equivalent of 179 rail cars’ worth of coal or protecting 239 acres from deforestation. There is also the Connect Atlanta initiative, the city’s first comprehensive multi-modal plan; the Beltline project, a 22-mile loop of parks, greenspace, trails and mass transit around the city; and, to show the range of efforts, a local micro-brewery producing rainwater beer from 100% on-site captured rainwater. 
This year’s Sustainability sessions (convening just a few days after Earth Day 2010) will hear from experts on implementing sustainability measures in urban and rural communities. There’s an innovative session on applying form-based codes for comprehensive planning implementation and incorporating ecological design; and a session on rural and small town sustainability initiatives.
Technology/GIS/Spatial Analysis

Track Chair: Robin Smith, ESRI
This track will consist of a panel session discussing Environmental Conflict Resolution (ECR) and how integrating technology can enhance and change this field.  Panel members will introduce ECR and discuss the role of the US Institute for ECR and supporting partners; review current collaborative processes and how these may develop in the future; introduce selected projects and outcomes; discuss the role of technology within an ECR process.  The panel will also offer project examples, including: GIS and the use of spatial decision support models, online multi-criteria decision analysis tools and other technology advances and tools available. An additional session will present aspects of using technology, spatial analysis and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) related to environmental protection, permitting, regulation and analysis.  The session will highlight varied approaches to environmental issues by employing and promoting efficient and effective applications of technology and the benefits associated with their uses.
Transportation

Track Chair: Jennifer Lundberg, Parametrix

Transportation systems provide many opportunities to improve the lives of those around them.  But they also present complex issues when there are multiple jurisdictions, stakeholders, adversely affected groups, and new/changing regulations.  The Transportation Track will provide numerous case studies as well as concrete tools for successful completion of environmental documentation including NEPA documentation, Section 106 and Section 4(f), collaborative coordination to improve the environmental documentation and design process, and the new requirements of green house gas emissions reduction on transportation systems.
Water Resources

Track Chairs: John Moynier, Dewberry and Betsy Shreve-Gibb, AECOM

As demands for water resources increase and these resources become more limited, there is increasing pressure to share and manage these resources. The consideration of potential impacts becomes a high civic priority, and new regulations are implemented to govern uses. It is important for us as professionals to understand the dynamics of source water protection, as well as treatment and delivery of potable water supplies, storm water and wastewater management, water reuse, watershed management, and flood protection. The decisions we make today regarding how we use our water resources are some of the most important and pressing issues facing us today

This track will examine various facets of water resource management, discussing specific case studies where these efforts have been successful, and looking to the future for potential changes in legislation and regulations, as well as how considering how these issues are addressed in environmental and planning documents.  Presentations will include coastal and stream restoration efforts, water quality regulations, innovations in technology to improve water quality, water resource management and technical 
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applications for water resource management.  Each of these issues will be considered within the environmental review context and with an eye towards integrated land use planning efforts.
Wetlands Restoration/Mitigation
Track Chair: David Dickson, Environmental Services, Inc.
Restoration of wetlands and streams are occurring on the local, state, and national level.  Often times the restoration efforts are part of a larger ecosystem restoration project or serves as compensatory mitigation to offset wetland or stream impacts as required by the regulatory guidelines protecting our resources.  Since mitigation is required to off-set impacts to wetlands and streams for the constructions of homes, offices, industrial parks, and shopping centers, successful design and restoration of these important resources are essential to meet this requirement.  The first session in this track will feature an interactive panel discussion regarding stream mitigation banking from the perspective of a consultant, regulator, stream banker and a landowner representative.  The second session will focus on performance risk as a critical variable in evaluating mitigation options; comparing mitigation types, locations, and size as a guide to designing effective mitigation projects; utilizing anurans as an indicator of success; and critical design criteria for successful stream restoration. 
