Improving the NEPA Process

Come learn and discuss what's new in the NEPA world from two highly experienced and dynamic practitioners, Lamar Smith with FWHA Resource Center and Judith Lee with Environmental Planning Strategies, Inc.  The Symposium will focus on better understanding CEQ Guidance, NEPA practice, and new initiatives to improve projects. 

Lamar and Judith will lead a discussion on several developments with CEQ.  First up will be CEQ’s new guidance on categorical exclusions, including a comparison of those used by FHWA and DOE, agencies on opposite ends of the spectrum.  Next will be a discussion the power and responsibilities associated with mitigated FONSIs according to CEQ.  

Under the NEPA practice category, Lamar and Judith will take the fear out of the analyses of cumulative effects and induced growth. They will also discuss current legal issues including understand the rules that courts use for evaluating the requisite "hard look" and how to evaluate "significant impacts" and the new four-part test for injunctions.  FHWA has a new program called Every Day Counts, which is intended to shorten project delivery while enhancing safety of roadways and protecting the environment.  Lamar and Judith will also lead a discussion on how to engage people in envisioning new livable communities with EPA's fun and effective Vision To Action process.  Lastly, join Lamar and Judith in an interactive discussion on the Meaning of Words and how clarifying our communication can defuse conflict and empower the interdisciplinary approach.  Join us for provocative discussions as only Judith and Lamar can evoke!

