Tom Cech

University of Northern Colorado
Tom Cech was born and raised on a farm near Clarkson, Nebraska. He graduated from Kearney State College with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Math Education, and later received a Masters Degree in Community and Regional Planning from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. He has been Executive Director of the Central Colorado Water Conservancy District in Greeley since 1982.

Tom has been an adjunct professor at the University of Northern Colorado in the Earth Science Department where he developed materials for “Principles of Water Resources” published by John Wiley & Sons. He is currently an Affiliated Faculty member in the Department of Forest, Rangeland, and Watershed Stewardship at Colorado State University in Fort Collins. Tom also recently published “Introduction to Water Resources and Environmental Issues” with Cambridge University Press, and “Colorado Water Law for Non-Lawyers” with the University Press of Colorado.
Jim Evanoff
Yellowstone National Park

Jim has been with the National Park Service for the past 29 years. His career has involved working in four other National Parks before coming to Yellowstone in 1988. Starting in Curecanti National Recreation area, Colorado, Jim was instrumental in developing the infrastructure for this newly acquired Park unit. Next he moved to Grand Teton National Park and was responsible for preservation of over 100 historic structures within the park. After working there for 3 years, Jim transferred to Arches National Park in southern Utah. The next move was to Mt. Rushmore in the Black Hills of South Dakota, where his responsibilities included the preservation maintenance of the famous four faces. Currently in Yellowstone, Jim is the Environmental Protection Specialist for the Park. His work experiences have varied from assisting in wolf reintroduction to spearheading many of the Park’s “greening initiatives.”  Jim manages many of Yellowstone’s environmental programs and provides guidance to other national parks for achieving sound environmental stewardship. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Wisconsin.
TsemingYang

Deputy General Counsel International Affairs, USEPA

President Obama has appointed Professor Tseming Yang, director of Vermont Law School’s U.S.-China Partnership for Environmental Law, to serve as deputy general counsel for international affairs of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. He will be on a leave of absence from Vermont Law School during his time at the EPA.
From 2007-2010, he served as director of the U.S. AID-funded Vermont Law School/Sun Yat-sen University Partnership for Environmental Law in China. Professor Yang's research and teaching focus on US and international environmental law, including environmental justice, global climate change and China's environmental laws. From 1998 to 2003, he served as a member of EPA's National Environmental Justice Advisory Council and chaired the International Subcommittee. 

Stan Rogers

Headquarters Air Force Command

Stan Rogers is the Command Environmental Conservation Program Manager at Headquarters Air Force Space Command, Colorado Springs, Colorado.  In addition to administering Natural and Cultural Resources programs, he is responsible for Space Command’s overseas Environmental Programs and Integrated Pest Management Programs. His programs span across 33 installations in the Continental United States, Hawai’i, Alaska, Puerto Rico, and overseas locations including Greenland, Antigua, and Ascension Island.  In addition to his role at Space Command, Mr Rogers serves as the Air Force’s Conservation Law Enforcement Program Manager coordinating training and law enforcement operations for over 60 Federal conservation law enforcement officers across the U.S..          

 Prior to arriving at Headquarters Space Command in 1999, He was the Base Natural Resources Program Manager and NEPA Coordinator at Shaw Air Force Base and Poinsett Range, South Carolina and was responsible for fisheries and wildlife management, protection of threatened and endangered species and conservation of sensitive habitats and wetlands.  Before working for the Air Force, Stan was a wildlife management and forestry consultant in the Carolinas and Georgia assisting private and commercial landowners.  He also worked as a biological technician with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Clemson University accomplishing Black bear research in the Upstate of South Carolina.  Stan is a graduate of Clemson University with a Bachelor of Science in Aquaculture, Fisheries, and Wildlife Biology.  
Chris Dionigi

National Invasive Species Council

Chris Dionigi has served as the Assistant Director for Domestic Policy for National Invasive Species Council (NISC) since 2000. His work covers the full range of topics addressed by NISC with a particular emphasis on the early detection of invasions, eradication of localized infestations, and the control of widespread invasive species. Prior to joining NISC, he was a USDA legislative fellow on the U.S. Senate Committee for Agriculture where he worked on Clean Water Act and invasive species issues. Chris was a Research Plant Physiologist for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Research Service (ARS) where he led an aquaculture/aquatics research program and authored over 20 peer-reviewed scientific manuscripts. He holds a Ph.D. in Crop Science (emphasis in Weed Science), and Master of Science and Bachelor of Arts degrees in Biology. Chris is a third generation native of Colorado. 
